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EVENTS
SPRING ART EXHIBITION 
Harrow Art Society held their Spring Exhibition at the Harrow Art Centre 
1st-14th April 2019. Pictures were displayed in the White Gallery and the Elliot 
Hall corridors in the main building and it was free to all for viewing. 

The exhibits submitted for hanging by members were so numerous that pictures 
were hung almost all on the four corridors, with sales of pictures and cards and 
browsers giving us a boost. 

Visitors were most welcome, with a record amount of enquiries about 
membership so we were able to remind enquirers that members can not only 
submit works for entry to our exhibitions once or twice per year, but their 
membership also entitles them to participate in fortnightly Saturday events of a 
demonstration by a teaching artist or expert and one practical session per 
month. 

We have also tested out extra events, talks and outings to Artistic places of 
interest both midweek and on Sunday at the request of members who are all 
notified in advance of each event by e-mail and on the website. 

Here are a sample of members exhibits randomly selected to show the variety of 
techniques and materials that we welcome for the pleasure and delectation of 
members and visitors alike.  
 



MEMBERS PRIVATE VIEWING  

April 1st. This friendly sociable event was a great opportunity 
for members and friends to get together and preview the 
works in a relaxed atmosphere.  We enjoyed networking, 
nibbles and a glass of wine, and the opportunity to thank all 
our helpers who supported us with picture hanging, listing 
and administration and by staffing the information desk during 
the exhibition. 

Our President Cheryl Gould introduced Councillor Jean 
Lammiman who welcomed us with a few kind and generous 
words.  

Later Cheryl presented the Ian Wright Memorial Award for 
Graphic Art (Drawing), which she designed and was made in glass for the 
society to present on an annual basis. This award was to honour our loyal and 
dedicated member Ian who truly loved the medium. 

THE PRACTICAL in the Lowry Room 

April 5. This session was on the theme of ‘Hats’ with everyone present bringing 
their own hat, so we made a display in the centre of the room.  Lynda Hildrew 
brought with her a collection of hats, ensuring that there was plenty to focus on.  
Below are a few of our paintings based on the centrepiece Lynda arranged. 

Most people used that display as the subject 
of their picture.  One or two people followed 
their own path, but the truth was that we all 
enjoyed the session and had a good time.   

Norma wore her hat, and brought a 
mirror along to create a self-portrait.  
Wow, it was a great likeness and she 
said it was fun to do too. 

Why not come along to our next 
Practical Session and join in the fun. 

The hat display and Linda Hildrew’s 
finished picture. 



PORTRAIT WORKSHOP hosted by Angela and Dhuru 

May 4. This event was fairly well attended by about 18 members enjoying 
sketching and painting our lovely model, Hephzibah.  She remained so still we 

all succeeded in getting some very good 
pictures. 

Angela opened the event with a very 
brief introduction to Danny Green’s 
portrait notes that were displayed on the 
white board. So as not to interrupt work, 
she invited anyone who was interested to 
examine them at their leisure. 

Dhuru also said that he would be 
available for anyone who wanted any 
guidance on their work, and he visited 
each person in turn a number of times 
during the afternoon. 

The event was received very well. We all 
had refreshments at around 4.00pm and 
artists departed at 5.00pm having greatly 
enjoyed the session and having the live 
model 

Model Hephzibah 

‘ART FOR PARK’S SAKE’ at Harrow Weald Park 
 

May 11. This event combined many different 
aspects of Harrow Art Society’s ideology in a 
mutually beneficial outdoor experience. Cheryl 
Gould organised this event with support of the 
‘Friends of Harrow Weald Park’.  

Cheryl, Roy Rodgers, Humay Jairazbhoy, Cookie 
and Geoff White, and many others from ‘Friends of 
Harrow Weald Park’, combined their efforts to 
provide a) children’s art experiences such as stone 
painting, crafts, paint a plate, and b) four large 
shared paintings where anyone could contribute to 
produce a copy of a famous artwork. c) Art Tent, 
where our exhibitors could show and sell their 
work  and sales took place and contacts exchanged. 



Painted By You – The Four Pictures 

Roy’s was a jungle scene after Rousseau.  It included Thea’s 
Tiger, Val’s magic Monkey, and The 
Mayor’s Blue Parrot, Tammara’s big 
and bold Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ 
enjoyed great attention. 

Humay and his rendition of 
Picasso’s ‘Dora Marr Sitting in a 
Chair with Cat’, (all signed by the 
young contributors with their name 
too) was a great success. 

Lawrence and his fun pastiche of his own mural of 
‘Boxtree Park’ had everyone in it and a secret hidden 
parrot to be found (added by the Mayor) was fun. 

A short distance away, Brian and Eva Cowan 
displayed artwork for sale, and Angela Saunders and 
Cookie White manned the Harrow Art Society table. 
There was a food stall, raffle, music played on the 
stage, and a visit from the Mayor of Harrow. 

It was a lot of hard work, but so rewarding to see the faces of the children as 
they concentrated on painting their stones, and children and adults alike 
contributing to the artwork guided by Roy, Humay, Lawrence Maithias, Tammara 
Mattingly and others. The constant flow of laughter as we raised awareness of 
what we are about fortified us, so that the rather cold air of the day was fought 
off by smiles and happiness. 

INDIAN FOLK ART by Smita Sonthalia - Lowry Room 
 

May 18. This was a fantastic session led by Smita 
Sonthalia, who opened it with a talk about the 
various styles of Folk Art, the techniques and 
ideology behind each style, plus how to firstly 
draw and then colour the pictures.  
These are:-  
West Bengal – Patachitra painting done by Patua 
Community of West Bengal, originally single 
colour and then, from British Artists Kali Ghat, 
with shaded edges to faces and objects to maybe 
creases using water based vegetable colours. 
Phad Art – detailing line art, internal patterns 
and shapes in clothing. This is the religious art of 
Rajasthan. 
Gomb Art – Dot art and patterns, representing 



Folk Art of Rajasthan. 
Kalam Kari – South India 
– black outline and 
blocks. Images made 
from circles and 
triangles. A type of 
hand-painted or block 
printed cotton textiles 
done using natural dyes. 
Rangoli – Floor Art using 
round features and 
curved lines. 

The whole event was 
fascinating and 
engrossing. So much so, 
we could hardly drag           
ourselves away once the session had finished. 

The work was so detailed and precise that it required an enormous amount of  
concentration. It was both rewarding and relaxing at the same time. 
Everyone agreed that this event had been a great success – even those present 
that were working on their own project benefited from the peaceful and happy 
atmosphere. 

COLOUR: MOOD AND EMOTION IN ART  
An illustrated talk by Angela Saunders 

       
June 8. This was held in the Canons Room 
where equipment was supplied for screen, 
and projector and the slides were 
accompanied by Angela’s presentation, 
filmed by the Harrow Film Makers. The 
completed film, once edited, will be shown 
at a later date, possibly combined with 
another film.  

After explanation of her background in both 
Psychology and various fields where she 
worked with colour, apart from painting, 
Angela talked through the geological history and development of natural paint 
materials, the role of the Silk Road in bringing these eventually to Europe and 
the costs and dangers involved that made them so very expensive.  

Angela explained that during this period the paints were mainly purchased by 
wealthy Commissioners of established Artists. This is because they had sufficient 



income that meant they were able to afford the 
hugely costly paints and the keep of their 
Commissioned Artist whilst the picture was in 
progress. 

She touched on the role of Sir Isaac Newton 
and Johann Wolfgang Goethe’s colour wheels, 
moving on to explain their significance and 
the vibrational 
effects of colour on 

our mind and body. Angela explained beliefs about 
individual colour choice, bringing the talk to the 
main focus, which was how this related to our 
interpretation of art.  

After the break Angela showed the audience a series 
of work by Whistler, 
Cezanne, Rousseau, 
Pierre Bonnard, Vincent 
Van Gough, Paul 
Gauguin, Joaquin 
Sorolla, in turn. At this 
point she asked the 
audience to say what the 
colours in each of their 
lesser-known paintings 
suggested and how the 
Artist may have used the 
colours to support their 
own ideas, based on the 
information she had delivered about colour, mood 
and emotion in Art. 

This part of the afternoon and the presentation 
seemed to animate the audience and great 
exchanges and offering of views seemed to 
please everyone.  



ANNUAL CREAM TEA 
In the gardens of Tudor Cottage in Pinner. 

Sunday June 23. Thank you Brian 
and Eva Cowan for allowing us 
to visit your wonderful garden. 

Catering was expertly organised 
by Patricia Kliman. Cookie White 
and Eva assisted Patricia, and the 
food was so abundant that we 
were all spoilt for choice.   
Varieties of sandwiches and 
cakes also included gluten free 
cakes, vegetarian options, and 
even strawberries and many 
puddings.  

Many people helped with the 
organising of this event, attended 
by over 35 people.  Some 
members expressed regret at not 
being able to attend or for 
attending late due to the many 
Open Studio Exhibitions that were taking place over that weekend, so our attendance 
numbers were good considering this. 

Angela Saunders had organised a Raffle and had obtained over 30 prizes, and with the 
help of our host Brian and others, we managed to sell enough tickets to raise over £80 
and distribute all the prizes. This has been added to our Society Event Fund.  I believe 
that we all received at least one prize. 

Prizes were donated by:- 
W M Morrison Supermarkets Hatch End             Sakonis Hatch End 
Sea Pebbles Hatch End    Tanna Chemist Hatch End 
Sainsbury’s Stanmore                McG Hairdressers Stanmore 
Natural Health Options Stanmore   Lukes 18 Fourteen Stanmore 
London Hearing Aids                Cheryl Gould 
Jonathan Hutchins     Humay Jairazbhoy  

Angela Saunders   

The atmosphere was electric, 
people moved from group to 
group to chat and renew 
acquaintance, and all enjoyed a 
lovely time.   This event marked 
a very enjoyable close to our 
official Summer events. 



EXTRA EVENTS
As part of our outing to TfL’s Acton Depot on July 30  
we presented an Illustrated Talk by David Burnell on the history of  
UNDERGROUND TRANSPORT POSTERS   

Saturday July 27. This talk was in preparation for our 
planned guided visit hosted by David to see a 
selection of artwork held by Transport for London at 
their Acton Depot. David treated us to a very special 
illustrated talk about the history of the posters and 
how that history reflected the development of the 
railways and the underground and how the artwork 
reflected the changing times too. 

He pointed out that TfL held the original artwork 
used in the creation of the posters. 

What was remarkable was just how many famous 
artists were dedicated to creating themed artwork 
that combined the idea that Transport Companies 
wanted to make whilst also reflecting the changing 

demographics of the people who were travelling.  Not only did they capture the mood 
of the time, but they also engaged people in the direction intended, promoting seasonal 
events, opportunities to learn and easily benefit from country life. Clever. 

The beginnings of Commercial Art and the Psychologies that lay behind it can easily be 
demonstrated by examining the artwork. The quality was to be admired and 
appreciated. 

It was a fascinating and engaging talk with thanks to David for making it so interesting. 



VISIT TO Tf L’s ACTON DEPOT   
July 30. Some of our group met up at the station and some 
at the Depot just a short distance away.  We were a fairly 
large group so we divided into two and took it in turns to 
visit each of the two large rooms lined with posters and 
filled with rows of tall Designers Chests, the large drawers 
of which were full of mainly original posters, a 
considerable amount of artwork. 

In order to preserve them, the temperature was maintained 
quite low, but it was amazing how our interest was held as 
posters were carefully selected from drawers and our 
Guide explained all about them, their dates, their Artist 
details, the theme behind them, and so on.  We hardly 
noticed the cold. 

Principals of poster design was laid down by Frank Pick, 
that they should be simple, carry a story and carry the 
underground identity – hence the logo. 
A few of the posters are listed below: 

Many of the posters were commemorative, for example the 
organisation of an Art Exhibition/Competition won by Boris 
Taylor 1915 – the winner portrayed people on the escalator 
and illustrated people in costumes of the day benefiting 
from new technology of the day. 

Demonstrating appreciation of the role of women on the 
underground, one poster depicted a woman guard 
signalling a train and a poem by A.P. Poulter on the poster. 

John Bellamy ARA, created ‘Art For Art Sake’ posters 
depicting China Town by Underground. 

Man Ray 1932 Poster displayed an underground sign 
likened to Rings of Saturn. 

1930’s, saw two posters called POWER, depicting energy 
and efficiency and one was likened to Soviet Art. 

1936, Eric Waddington designed a poster for the Lord 
Mayor’s Show Celebrating British Armaments but the 
London Underground withdrew this because of descent. 

After the war Dora Kinze Isom, who was a graduate of Harrow School of Art, designed 
a poster showing a blooded cloth hanging on a tree, a cross with a little flower and 
with a strong man, attractive woman and lovely child walking towards distant hills, 
both moving and welcoming of better times ahead. 

By the 1970’s posters were depicting destinations such as Regents Park Zoo, Kenwood 
House, trips to the countryside and the seaside. 



THE NATIONAL GALLERY  
Talk by Jonathan Hutchins On Medieval Art 

September 28. Jonathan Hutchins organised an outing to the National Gallery 
where he took us to visit four religious paintings from the Medieval period. His 
talk was packed with historical facts, information and side stories that brought 
these ancient works of art to life for all regardless of religious orientation. 
These mysterious pictures are:- 

1. The ‘Maesta’ 
This is a monumental double-sided altarpiece ceremoniously delivered to 
Siena Cathedral in June 1311, and placed on the high altar. At the time it 
was the richest and most complex altarpiece in Christendom, but it was 
dismembered in 1771, and although most of it is in the Cathedral 
Museum in Siena, several predella panels and pinnacles are dispersed in 
collections throughout the world. 

2. The ‘Wilton Diptych’ 
This was painted as a portable 
altarpiece for the private devotion 
of King Richard II, who ruled 
England from 1377 to 1399, artist 
unknown. 
It is a painting, carving or piece 
of metalwork on two panels, 
usually hinged like a book.  The 
panels of the ‘Wilton Diptych’ 
are made of North European oak, 
but have been transformed by 
immaculate painting and gilding, 
into a heavenly vision. 

     
3.   The Baptism of Christ after 1437 by Piero della Francesca   
 1415/20? - 1492 

This depicts the baptism of Jesus by St. John the Baptist in the Jordon 
River. Piero’s arched image was originally part of an altarpiece in a 
church in Sansepolcro, his hometown in Tuscany.  It has a 
characteristically rich and complex patterning. 

      
4.   Paulo Uccello 1435-1460 Niccolo `Mauruzi da Tolentino at the  
           Battle of San Romano’ 

Probably c. 1438-1440, egg tempera with walnut oil and linseed oil on 
poplar. These wonderful paintings by Ucello are now in three gallerys 
across Europe, The Uffizi, the Louvre, and our own National Gallery.  The 
National Gallery’s version represents the start of the battle.  It has a 
profound influence on many British artists. 



  

MEMBERS NEWS
N.B. Editorial team do not take responsibility for accuracy of information supplied by subjects of 
news, articles or features. Apologies in advance for overlooked spelling errors. 

HARROW OPEN STUDIOS EXHIBITORS  June 8-16 

Smita Sonthali 
www.smitasonthalia.com 

Cheryl Gould 
www.cheryl-gould.com 

Jonathan Hutchins 
www.jonathanhutchins.co.uk 

Brian & Eva Cowan 
www.cowanart.com 

Humay Jairazbhoy 
hjairazbhoy@gmail.com 

Mary Pelham 

 

http://www.cheryl-gould.com
http://www.jonathanhutchins.co.uk
http://www.cowanart.com
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TRIBUTE TO PATRICK BYRNE 
Extracts from an interview with Patrick Byrne by Alexandra Veres.  

Edited by Angela Saunders. 
Patrick Byrne joined the HAS in 1958, just 
after getting married. He was the youngest 
person in the Society and immediately 
secured the job of Secretary, spending the 
next 40 years fulfilling every single post on 
the Committee, except Treasurer, which he 
refused on principle: “I’ve never had a head 
for numbers”. 

The old Harrow Arts Centre was housed in 
a Victorian building in Harrow Weald and 
Patrick was one of the 6 or 7 volunteers 
who helped to run it. The Carnegie Trust 
arranged painting outings for a day of free, 
plein-aire painting led by a well-known 
tutor.  One was Jack Merriott, a significant 
figure in the art world. They used to meet 
up at ‘The Prospect of Whitby” in Wapping, 
a famous old riverside pub. Patrick knew 
many of the artists there; they loved 
painting the Thames, all the way from the Estuary right up to Teddington Lock, 
forming a society called the Wapping Group, which continues to this day. 

Patrick always loved painting landscapes, although he had occasionally done 
figure drawings (including a tender drawing of his wife asleep). 

Born in Silloth, Cumbria, in 1925, Patrick became involved in local music and 
drama. Over his teens and twenties he participated in drama societies and 
choral groups led by some well-known Musicians. Later he met up with actors, 
writers, poets and singers of the time at the palatial Irish Club in Eaton Square. 

He was introduced to the mother of a female friend, Josephine Ashley, a singer 
who had formed a madrigal group that met at her house, and she invited Patrick 
to join.  When she placed an advert in the paper for another singer, a young 
lady called Celia answered. Celia, after studying at the Royal Academy of Music 
on a Junior Exhibition as a pianist, had become a founder-member of the 
Philharmonia Chorus. They sang duets together, Celia playing the piano, and 
Patrick, with his fine tenor voice, doing the singing. He had met the woman who 
would soon become his wife. 

Apart from performing composers like Mendelssohn, Handel and Grieg, they 
did operetta and popular songs by Jerome Kern and Cole Porter.  He particularly 
loved Vaughan Williams’ settings of his favourite poet, A.E. Housman. 

Celia insisted that Patrick audition for the Philharmonia Chorus choosing to sing 
“My Lovely Celia” and Handel’s “Where’er you Walk", for his audition pieces, 
and of course he got in. Singing under legends like Giulini, Barbirolli and the 
composer Sir William Walton, he drew caricatures of all three conductors who 



were happy to sign them for him.  The semi-caricature portrait he did of Leopold 
Stokowski he sold at a Harrow Art Society exhibition, and continued to do well 
with sales.  

With his 40 years of dedication to the HAS, his amazing adventures in the field 
of music, theatre and art, Patrick has been a stalwart of many societies, 
including Pinner Sketch Club, Harrow Music Club and, of course, Harrow Art 
Society. He represented our Society on the Arts Council and became Chairman 
of the Visual Arts Committee until the Arts Council was dissolved.  He was 
Secretary of the HAS for 2-3 years, Deputy Chairman till the Chairman died, 
Chairman for 10 years, then President.  He exhibited until illness prevented it.  
He was a quietly spoken, snappily dressed man with impeccable white hair, 
moustache and beard, and he had a thousand stories to tell.  

Respected, admired, knowledgeable and accomplished, he is, and will be, 
sorely missed.                                                       Portrait painted by Eve Porath 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR 2019 / 20 
Saturday 12th October. Presidents Presentation and prize - your 
completed ‘Dream’ painting. Rayners Room. 1.45-5pm. 

Saturday 26th October. Practical session Demo / Mono Printing with 
Cheryl Gould. 1.45-4.30. Lowry Room. 

Saturday 9th November. Demonstration Batool Showghi-mixed media 
artist….see her website.  1.45-4.30pm  Rayners Room 

Saturday 30th November. Practical session Seasonal Collage / Pictures and 
cards with Angela and Jonathan. 1.45- 4.30.  Lowry Room 
  
Saturday 14th December. Social HAS Party-Quiz/Refreshments/Raffle and 
other fun surprise entertainment.  Family & friends welcome (over 16’s) 
1.45-5pm. Hatch End Suite. 

Christmas and New Year break. 

Saturday 18th January. Film/Talk Show. Two films will be shown. Film by 
Angela Saunders on ‘Colour’ and Film by Jonathan Hutchins. 1.45-5pm 
Canons Room. 

Saturday 8th February. HAS A.G.M. and Members Choice Award. 
1.45-5pm.  Rayners Room.                                             
Saturday 22nd February. Practical session / Demo - Cezanne’s Apples /
Chardin with Jonathan Hutchins. 1.45-4.30 pm. Lowry Room.  
                                                                                     Continued over>       



                                                                                        
Saturday 7th March. Demonstration / Talk by Roy Rodgers : ‘My life in the 
film industry’. 1.45-5pm.  Rayners Room. 

Saturday 25th April. Practical Session. ’Spring, Nature and Rebirth.’ 
1.45-4.30.  Lowry Room. 

Saturday 9th May. Demonstration to be announced. 1.45-5pm 
 Rayners Room. 

Saturday 23rd May. Practical Session. ‘Summer light and shade’. 
1.45-4.30pm.  Lowry Room 

Saturday 13th June. Demonstration / Talk ‘Post Impressionists’ by Jonathan 
Hutchins  1.45-5pm.  Rayners Room. 
                     
We are hoping to have a monthly HAS group trip to a gallery, gallery talk, exhibition or 
event during the coming year. Tea/coffee available at Demo’s / Film events but not at 
Practicals - bring your own.Non members welcome all events at £3 per session. 
Watch the Website and Facebook page for full details which will be announced. 
The HAS Exhibition has been provisionally booked for March 14th to 28th 2020. This will 
be confirmed later. The programme may be subject to changes and alterations-we will 
keep you informed. We are hoping to see a good attendance at meetings this year. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Angela Saunders Artist  

!  
Pen/Ink/Watercolour Portraits 
 Gifts & Special Celebrations.        
1hr sitting or from photograph 
angelasaundersonline.com/ 

         contact page

JONATHAN 
HUTCHINS  
ANTI-WAR ART 
 www.jonathanhutchins.co.uk 

A tribute to David Jones  
Great War epic poem  
‘IN PARENTHESIS’ and 
videos of my 2018 exhibition 
and the creation of  the ‘RAG 
SOLDIERS’ painting.


